Abstract Objective Diabetic Neuropathy Symptom (DNS) scoring and medial plantar NCS are useful methods for diagnosis of diabetic polyneuropathy (DPN
Introduction

Early detection of diabetic polyneuropathy (DPN) is important due to the possibility of early intervention. The Diabetic Neuropathy Symptom (DNS) scoring system is a simple and easy system that can be used to discriminate between patients with and without DPN
. Although nerve conduction studies (NCS) are commonly used tests, the results of routine NCS are normal in 38 to 67% of patients with suspected DPN (3, 4) . However, the medial plantar sensory nerve, which is a more distal nerve than the sural nerve, is known to be more sensitive to the detection of sensory neuropathy (3, (5) (6) (7) (8) .
This study was carried out in order evaluate the usefulness of medial plantar sensory NCS and DNS scores and to investigate the correlation between both diagnostic categories in diabetic patients with normal routine NCS. (9) . We also performed medial plantar sensory NCS using surface recording as previously described (10 (Fig. 1) . The electrophysiological findings in the control and diabetic patients are described in Table 2 .
T a b l e 1 . Cl i n i c a l a n d L a b o r a t o r y F i n d i n g s o f Di a b e t i c P a t i e n t s a n d Co n t r o l s
Discussion
When diagnosing neuropathy, the San Antonio Consensus recommends at least one measurement in five different diagnostic categories (11). But this systematic evaluation is ex-
T a b l e 2 . E l e c t r o p h y s i o l o g i c a l F i n d i n g s o f Di a b e t i c P a t i e n t s a n d Co n t r o l Gr o u p
F i g u r e 1 . Co r r e l a t i o n b e t we e n DNS s c o r e a n d a mp l i t u d e o f me d i a l p l a n t a r s e n s o r y ( S p e a r ma n r = -0 . 2 1 5 , p = 0 . 0 3 ) ( A) a n d s u r a l NAP ( S p e a r ma n r = -0 . 2 9 3 , p = 0 . 0 0 3 ) ( B ) i n d i a b e t i c p a t i e n t s . DNS s c o r e : Di a b e t i c Ne u r o p a t h y S y mp t o m s c o r e , NAP : n e r v e a c t i o n p o t e n t i a l .
pensive and time-consuming. EMG and NCS are often the most useful initial laboratory studies in the evaluation of a patient with peripheral neuropathy (11, 12 
